Pluperfect tense (Plus-que-parfait)
Il a dit qu’il avait fini son travail


He said he had finished his work

Elle a dit qu’elle était allée à Toulouse

She said she had been to Toulouse

The pluperfect is formed using the imperfect tense of the auxiliary with the past participle.

Here is a whole verb with its meaning:

j’avais vu



I had seen

tu avais vu


you had seen

il avait vu



he had seen

nous avions vu


we had seen

vous aviez vu


you had seen

ils avaient vu


they had seen
Watch out for être verbs:

e.g.  j’étais parti, il était sorti, elle était tombée
